Conversetlon on “Synan
Refugees Set*‘*“’For May "

By Steve Smith
Staff Writer

- The Glastonbury MLK Community
Imttatrve will host a Commtinity Conver-
sation, on May 11, titled "The Muslim -

Ban. An Examination of the Underlying
Factual, Legal, Religious, Hurianitarian,
Policy, and Economic Gonsmeratmns S

The conversation will e explore whether
Muslim refugees from Syriaposeathreat
to our national or iddividuat security,
and whether the "Muslim Ban" is consis-
tent with'the moral and humamtanan
values which have shaped the forelgn ’
policy of the United States

Leslie cha:rwoman ofthe GM- e
LKCI, said the idea for this conversation
sprung from today s headlmes.

addmg that she tied to frame the event’s
subtitle so that it isn’t slanted ¢ one way or
theother .

‘Ba51ca113; we wanted to look at what
the factsare,” she saJd adding thert those
facts include that Sy; havemoj:been

involved inany terrorist attackson'the

While there are some eeononuc ramlﬂ 3
cations for the taxpayingpublic, Ohta
said, those generally are only forthe first -
year that arefugee is in the United: States :

“Overall; they will become: edueated,
they will become employed;and-will -
become tax-payingresidents, if not 011:1-
zens, and:make cohtributions to their
commumtles 2Qhta said. T
. Panelistswill include Rev Dr: David.
Grafton, professor-of Islamic Studies and
Christian-Muslim Relations at the I-Iart
ford Seminary; Bennis Wilsom apre--.
gram manager atIhtegratbd-Refuges and. .
Immigrant-Services; (]RIS),Br; Abigail .
Williainson, assistant/p SOL i ',
cal Science and Public Policy and Law;;:
Trinity College; Anna Cabot, William R.
Davis CliniealTeaching Fellow inthe .
Asylum and Fuman RightsiClinic at: -
UConn Law School; and Rev. Richard. .
Allen, pastox; 'South Church in Glaston
bury = . —x" >
Cabot; Ohta,sald, wﬂl d.lscuss the logal~
ramifications of whethea ben.omlus- -

lims comiports withithe D Goﬁsnmtmn - »rE]len Cabtoray

"Itmareal_a_\ss_ﬁe;” she said "

“and his pmshaoners facedun eonhectieﬁ = .
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: Syna,whahtwashkehvmngo

* with the decision to co-sponsor; with

. IRIS, the refugee family of Mohamad

' Albukaal, and the subsequent trials and

‘ribulations of that sponsorsh.lp

_. Allensaid that when hefirst asked his -

eongregahon for volunteerstoforma

committee to help a Syiian refugee fam-

Iy, “hands Wentup all 6vertheplace” ~ -
“The family arrived last Angust, and the

-, committee had already secured housmg

“for them. The children are enrolled in .
.public school and both Alirikaai and his *
wife soon found employment.

“Ihe biggest challenge has been the
lang:uage barrier,” Allen said, adding
- that modern tech.nology has helped \mth
Cthat,

“There are apps that you can put mto

1L m,gaegput the:
d, and mceversa,” he said, add-
ing that several Arabic speakers have.
alsohelped. . .
_Albukaai m]lbeonhandtota]kabout .
the vetting process they underwent and -
* their life here in the United States. Also, . .

«: Zeyad Al Abass, whosefamﬂywas spon-

sored by First Church, will: speakabout _
his family’s experiences, . ._i';‘
“They'll be talking about why they left :

- for four;years, wamngtogethere, ‘Ohta..
. said; “meydldn’tachlallyhaveach01ce '
ofwhatcountrytheyoouldﬂeeto” : .
- Ohtagaid sheexpectsithe; oonversatlon- _
tobe “candid, ; mformahve«andprovoca- S
ﬂve,macongemalahnosphem, where'
everybody can voice their opinionsand . -
- hopefully become better-informed.” - .
“One hope is that thers willbeacon-
scmusness -raising,”.Aller said.- - )
The programwﬂlbemoderated a.nd
fac:htatedbyDeanAlﬁ‘ed an -
. educator, socmlggmst; andhumanmt

Anuh:lberofadvocacs}

*tables, where; partlclpanfsmﬂ]mave the
" -opportunity tolearnabeout the mission:
* and work of thewarfougero
“plore volunteerreppormmnes
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2 The Conttiunity’ Conversatioh-will ™

itakeplace: omMayﬂ,ﬁ*omlﬁ.ﬁomspm'“at
= yf% i wthe Riverfront CommunityEenter:.

Th1sisafree,eventopentoa]]. For
addlhonabmformaﬁon Aplease contact
: E f"i” mél-i’
“earterd@EGl comor ORErasns
of lesheohta@gmaﬂ.eom or wwwgla&
tonburymlkeiiorg, s« m "
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